INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES

Policy 6440

Evaluation Services
Assessment Program
The Raymore-Peculiar Board of Education supports the establishment of a districtwide
educational assessment program to provide evidence of the success and quality of the total
education program in the Raymore-Peculiar School District. In addition, the State of Missouri
mandates implementing a Board-approved, balanced assessment program to provide information
on student achievement for monitoring and planning for improvement.
The primary goal of the district assessment program is to monitor and improve student
performance and achievement. A second, equally important role is that assessment should also
provide the necessary information to monitor and improve curriculum and instructional practice.
These two goals are inextricably linked and cannot be considered apart from each other. These
broad goals can be translated into several more manageable objectives that are addressed in this
district assessment plan. These objectives are:
1. Developing clearly articulated standards and assessment criteria across grade levels,
content areas, and schools that are clearly linked to the standards adopted by the Missouri
State Board of Education and district goals.
2. Using assessment tools that are integrally linked to the curriculum and promote best
practice in the classroom.
3. Using assessment tools that are useful for monitoring and improving instruction and
student performance.
The district will comply with all assessment requirements for students with disabilities mandated
by federal and state law, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
In order to achieve the purposes of the student assessment program, the district requires all
enrolled students to participate in all applicable aspects of the assessment program.
District Assessment Plan
The superintendent or designee shall ensure that the district has a written assessment plan that
will test competency in the subject areas of English, reading, language arts, science,
mathematics, social studies and civics, as required by law.
The purposes of the district wide assessment plan are to facilitate and provide information for the
following:
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l. Student Achievement - To produce information about relative student achievement so that
parents/guardians, students and teachers can monitor academic progress.
2. Student Guidance - To serve as a tool for implementing the district's student guidance
program.
3. Instructional Change - To provide data that will assist m the preparation of
recommendations for instructional program changes to:
a. Help teachers with instructional decisions, plans and changes regarding classroom
objectives and program implementation.
b. Help the professional staff formulate and recommend instructional policy.
c. Help the Board of Education adopt instructional policies.
4. School and District Evaluation -To provide indicators of the progress of the district and
individual schools toward established goals.
5. Accreditation -To ensure the district maintains accreditation.
There shall be broad-based involvement of staff and others with appropriate expertise in the
development of the assessment program and its implementation. Instructional staff will be given
training and responsibilities in coordinating the program. Every effort will be made to ensure that
testing contributes to the learning process rather than detracts from it and that cultural bias does
not affect the accuracy of assessments.
Reading Assessment
The district will administer a reading assessment to students in third, fourth, fifth and sixth
grades to determine whether additional reading instruction and retention are needed, as required
by law. The district will also administer a reading assessment to all students who transfer to the
district in grades four, five or six, and to all students attending summer school due to a reading
deficiency, as required by law.
The reading assessment will be a recognized method, or combination of methods, of assessing a
student's reading ability. Results of assessments will be expressed as reading at a particular grade
level. The superintendent or designee will determine which methods of reading assessment the
district will utilize.
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English Proficiency Assessments
The district will annually assess the English reading, writing and oral language skills of district
students with limited English proficiency.
Statewide Assessments
The district will implement the components of the Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) in order
to monitor the progress of all students in meeting the standards adopted by the Missouri State
Board of Education.
End-of-course (EOC) assessments will be administered in accordance with law and the rules of
the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). In courses where EOC
assessments are given, the superintendent will determine what percent of the course grade will be
decided by performance on EOC assessments.
If a student is taking a course that requires an EOC assessment and is failing the course or for
some other reason may be required to retake the course, the district may choose to delay
administration of the EOC assessment until the student has completed the course the second
time. A team consisting of the course instructor, the principal, counselor and a district test
coordinator will determine when delayed administration of an EOC assessment is appropriate. In
the case of a student with an individualized education program (IEP), the IEP team will make the
determination.
The School Board authorizes the superintendent to establish a process designed to encourage the
students of this district to give their best efforts on each portion of any statewide assessment,
which may include, but is not limited to, incentives or supplementary work as a consequence of
performance.
The district's policy on student participation in statewide assessments shall be provided at the
beginning of the school year to each student and the parent/guardian or other person responsible
for every student under 18 years of age. The policy will also be kept in the district office and be
available for viewing by the public during business hours of the district office.
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National Assessment of Educational Progress
If chosen, the district will participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) as required by law.
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